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\. National Defense Strategy 2026

https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jan/23/2003864773/-1/-1/0/2026-NATIONAL-DEFENSE-STRATEGY.PDF

F. Homeland

. The second most powerful country in the world

¥. Meanwhile in Europe, where President Trump had previously led North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) allies to begin taking their defenses
seriously, the last administration effectively encouraged them to free-ride, leaving the Alliance unable to deter or respond effectively to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.
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8. In Europe and other theaters, allies will take the lead against threats that are less severe for us but more so for them, with critical but more limited
support from the United States.
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5. The foreseeable future

Y. NATO’s eastern members

A. Russia will remain a persistent but manageable threat to NATO’s eastern members for the foreseeable future.

9. The national resolve required

lo. Indeed, although Russia suffers from a variety of demographic and economic difficulties, its ongoing war in Ukraine shows that it still retains deep
reservoirs of military and industrial power. Russia has also shown that it has the national resolve required to sustain a protracted war in its near abroad.
\\. In addition, although the Russian military threat is primarily focused on Eastern Europe, Russia also possesses the world’s largest nuclear arsenal,
which it continues to modernize and diversify, as well as undersea, space, and cyber capabilities that it could employ against the U.S. Homeland.
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IF. In light of this, the Department will ensure that U.S. forces are prepared to defend against Russian threats to the U.S. Homeland.

1. Vital role

1. U.S. force posture and activities.

10. The Department will also continue to play a vital role in NATO itself, even as we calibrate U.S. force posture and activities in the European theater to
better account for the Russian threat to American interests as well as our allies’ own capabilities.

\5. European NATO dwarfs Russia in economic scale, population, and, thus, latent military power.
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Non-U.S. NATO Economic Capacity Far Qutpaces Russia

Non-us NATO [ ¢ Trillion

Russia [J| $2 Trillion
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IY. Fortunately, our NATO allies are substantially more powerful than Russia—it is not even close. Germany’s economy alone dwarfs that of Russia. At the
same time, under President Trump’s leadership, NATO allies have committed to raise defense spending to the new global standard of 5% of GDP in total,
with 3.5% of GDP invested in hard military capabilities. Our NATO allies are therefore strongly positioned to take primary responsibility for Europe’s
conventional defense, with critical but more limited U.S. support.

IA. Moscow is in no position to make a bid for European hegemony.

19. It follows that, although we are and will remain engaged in Europe, we must—and will—prioritize defending the U.S. Homeland and deterring China.
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Po. while also working to expand transatlantic defense industrial cooperation and reduce defense trade barriers in order.
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Pl. National Defense Strategy 2026
https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jan/23/2003864773/-1/-1/0/2026-NATIONAL-DEFENSE-STRATEGY.PDF
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PP. "By any measure, China is already the second most powerful country in the world—behind only the United States—and the most powerful state relative to us since the 19th
century. And, while China faces very significant internal economic, demographic, and societal challenges, the fact is that its power is growing. Beijing has already spent vast amounts
on the PLA in recent years, often at the expense of domestic priorities. Yet China can still afford to spend even more on its military, should it choose to do so—and it has shown that it is
able to do so effectively. Indeed, the speed, scale, and quality of China’s historic military buildup speak for themselves, including forces designed for operations in the Western Pacific
as well as those capable of reaching targets much farther away."
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PQ. This matters for America’s interests because, as the NSS recognizes, the Indo-Pacific will soon make up more than half of the global economy. The American people’s security,
freedom, and prosperity are therefore directly linked to our ability to trade and engage from a position of strength in the Indo-Pacific. Were China—or anyone else, for that matter—to
dominate this broad and crucial region, it would be able to effectively veto Americans’ access to the world’s economic center of gravity, with enduring implications for our nation’s
economic prospects, including our ability to reindustrialize. That is why the NSS directs DoW to maintain a favorable balance of military power in the Indo-Pacific. Not for purposes of
dominating, humiliating, or strangling China. To the contrary, our goal is far more scoped and reasonable than that: It is simply to ensure that neither China nor anyone else can
dominate us or our allies. This does not require regime change or some other existential struggle. Rather, a decent peace, on terms favorable to Americans but that China can also
accept and live under, is possible. That is the wise premise of President Trump’s visionary and realistic approach to diplomacy with Beijing. At the same time, the Department’s efforts
will provide the undergirding strength for this approach.
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P%. We will not lose sight, however, of President Trump’s most important direction for the Department—peace through strength. Recognizing this, it is our essential responsibility at
DoW to ensure that President Trump is always able to negotiate from a position of strength in order to sustain peace in the Indo-Pacific. To that end, as the NSS directs, we will build,
posture, and sustain a strong denial defense along the FIC. We will also work closely with our allies and partners in the region to incentivize and enable them to do more for our
collective defense, especially in ways that are relevant to an effective denial defense. Through these efforts, we will make clear that any attempt at aggression against U.S. interests will
fail and is therefore not worth attempting in the first place. That is the essence of deterrence by denial. In this manner, DoW will provide the military strength for President Trump’s
visionary and realistic diplomacy, thereby setting conditions for a balance of power in the Indo-Pacific that allows all of us—the United States, China, and others in the region—to enjoy
a decent peace. At the same time, in the process of erecting a strong denial defense along the FIC, DoW will ensure that the Joint Force always has the ability to conduct devastating
strikes and operations against targets anywhere in the world, including directly from the U.S. Homeland, thereby providing the President with second-to-none operational flexibility
and agility.
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https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jan/23/2003864773/-1/-1/0/2026-NATIONAL-DEFENSE-STRATEGY.PDF
FA. President Trump has consistently made clear that Iran will not be allowed to acquire nuclear weapons.
F4. And with Operation MIDNIGHT HAMMER, he showed that he follows through on his word—decisively
o. No other military in the world could have executed an operation of such scale, complexity, and consequence as Operation MIDNIGHT HAMMER. Yet
the Joint Force did so flawlessly and obliterated Iran’s nuclear program.
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https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Peace-to-Prosperity-0120.pdf
. Even so, although Iran has suffered severe setbacks over recent months, it appears intent on reconstituting its conventional military forces. Iran’s
leaders have also left open the possibility that they will try again to obtain a nuclear weapon, including by refusing to engage in meaningful negotiations.
Moreover, although Iran’s proxies have been severely degraded, they may also seek to rebuild devastated infrastructure and capabilities.
E. Nor can we ignore the facts that the Iranian regime has the blood of Americans on its hands, that it remains intent on destroying our close ally
Israel, and that Iran and its proxies routinely instigate regional crises that not only threaten the lives of American servicemembers in the region but also
prevent the region itself from pursuing the kind of peaceful and prosperous future that so many of its leaders and peoples clearly wish for.
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4. Israel has long demonstrated that it is both willing and able to defend itself with critical but limited support from the United States.

5. Amodel ally

Y. we have an opportunity now to further empower it to defend itself and promote our shared interests, building on President Trump’s historic efforts
to secure peace in the Middle East.

PA. in the Gulf, U.S. partners are increasingly willing and able to do more to defend themselves against Iran and its proxies, including by acquiring and
fielding a variety of U.S. military systems.

4. This creates even more opportunities for us to enable individual partners to do more for their defense.

o. It will also enable us to foster integration between regional partners, so that they can do even more together.
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